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Instruction through Online Courses 

The Board of Education believes online education courses may serve as an effective 
tool to expand the educational opportunities for students at all levels of achievement.  

Online education courses will be part of the district's educational program to increase 
accessibility and flexibility in the delivery of instruction for students. The district will not 
use online education as the sole medium for instruction in any required subject area for 
students in grades K-5 (K-6 Cañon Exploratory School), unless online instruction is 
deemed appropriate under the circumstances, such as COVID-19.  Such requests are 
subject to approval from the Superintendent.  Online First Instruction is available to 
students as outlined below. See application and registration process section below. 

To the extent practicable, an effort will be made to determine that online education 
courses made available to students are consistent with district instructional goals, 
aligned with the district's academic standards and taught by teachers licensed in 
Colorado. The administration is directed to periodically review instructional materials of 
online courses to ensure they meet program standards. Further, such courses will 
attempt to provide the opportunity for substantial, personal and timely interactions 
between online instructors and students.  Canon City School District offers online 
education in instances of Credit Recovery, First Instruction, Enrichment, Emergency 
Remote Learning, Hybrid Learning Model, and Blended Courses.   

Definitions: 

Online Course: a course where all of the instruction, practice, and assessment is 
provided within the digital environment, can be assigned as either First Instruction or 
Credit Recovery. 

Online First Instruction: this represents the student’s very first attempt of a given course, 
and uses an online course that is delivered completely online, meaning there are no 
physical or on-campus class sessions. 

Credit Recovery: programs that give secondary school students who have failed a class 
the opportunity to redo coursework or retake a course through alternate means—and 
thereby avoid failure and earn academic credit. 

Enrichment: the addition of educational content or new learning opportunities for 
acceleration, and/or to offer a course not available at a student's school, or to provide a 
course otherwise unavailable due to an unavoidable scheduling conflict. 

Educational Process for Remote Learning - In the event that students/staff take part in 
remote learning due to exterior circumstances, students and staff will use the district 
adopted Learning Management Systems to receive communications as well as obtain, 
complete, and submit assignments.  



Emergency Remote Learning - "Remote Learning" refers to teacher-pupil instruction 
and contact time that would normally occur in-person (on-site), but because of the 
public health safety measures may occur off-site. 

Hybrid Learning Model - This model includes both digital and in-person learning and 
could include, but not limited to, alternating schedules/start times. 

Blended Course: a course where the instruction, practice, and assessment blends both 
digital and live classroom instruction; Blended Learning courses are referred to as Flex 
Learning within Canon City High School enrollments.  

Attendance - Teachers will log attendance on a daily basis through the district Student 
Information System (Infinite Campus). Attendance will be taken in person (when 
applicable) as well as digitally for remote learners. The digital attendance can be taken 
and validated via Edgenuity progress reports, Schoology Logins, Google Classroom 
Logins, Google Hangouts Meet attendance, or submitted work.  

Application Process: 

In instances other than Emergency Remote Learning, students must complete an 
application to enroll in First Instruction or Enrichment online courses.   Within the 
application students will preference the type of online learning they’re applying for, and 
agree to adhere to district policies, procedures and rules, including but not limited to the 
district's policy on student use of the Internet. 
This application is submitted to the student’s guidance counselor.  The counselor will 
accept or deny all student applications after reviewing prerequisite requirements.  The 
counselor will then forward the application to the principal for final approval.   The 
counselor is further responsible for monitoring student progress and assigning any 
earned credits to the student’s transcript upon successful course completion.  The two 
exceptions to this policy are for students in the Tiger Open Pathway (TOP) or Tigers 
Online at CCHS.  TOP/Tigers Online students will be enrolled, monitored, and credited 
by the TOP TOSA or the Tigers Online Coordinator.   It should be noted that 
TOP/Tigers Online students, by the nature of their learning environment, are also 
eligible to complete more than two online first instruction courses per calendar year. 
 

Credit Recovery courses are assigned and do not require an application process. 
Additionally, Blended Learning (or Flex Learning) and online courses assigned to 
expelled students do not require an application process.  
 
In instances of Emergency Remote Learning, students and families simply must 
preference their desire for remote learning as part of the student registration process.  
 
Online First Instruction K-8 Guidelines  
 
During emergencies, Cañon City Schools will be offering online first instruction in 
grades K-8.  The purpose of this offering is to extend flexible options to families and 
students.  In order to access this offering, families must simply intone their desire and 
attend a basic overview of how this remote learning will function.  Students will be 
enrolled in their regular attendance area school, but the school district will internally 



denote and monitor the students’ achievement and participation in the following manner: 
attendance, work completion (with dates), packet activities (with dates), and time/date 
stamping within the Learning Management Systems.    
 

Online First Instruction 9-12 Guidelines  

Cañon City Schools provides first instruction online learning to students in grades 9-
12.  The purpose of this offering is to create flexible learning opportunities for our 
secondary students and to increase student empowerment and choice.   
 

Students meeting the following requirements are eligible to pursue this option: 
a.) Student is a 9th-12th grader 
b.) Student has a GPA of 2.0 or higher unless the student is enrolled at Choice 
Points. 
c.) If the student receives special education services, this option is available only if 
the IEP team has formally made the recommendation in the IEP document with 
parent/guardian approval.  This is to ensure that appropriate courses and expectations are 
levied.   

 

Students must complete an application to complete first instruction online courses.  This 
application is then submitted to the student’s guidance counselor.  The 
counselor/coordinator will accept or deny all student applications after reviewing 
prerequisite requirements.  The counselor will then forward the application to the 
principal for final approval.   The counselor is further responsible for monitoring student 
progress and assigning any earned credits to the student’s transcript upon successful 
course completion.   
 

It is at the discretion of Cañon City High School whether a specific course is available 
online.  Not all courses will be offered.   
 
Please view the TIGERS Online Policies and Procedures document for monitoring and 
progress reporting guidelines. 

 

Credit toward graduation requirements 

The school must receive (or assign the grade if circumstances dictate) an official record 
of the student's final grade in the online course before awarding credit toward 
graduation. Only online courses approved by the district shall be included on student 
transcripts. 

The district will pay the tuition for an online course taken during the academic year that 
will be used for credit to satisfy the district's graduation requirements. Canon City 
Schools reserves the right to determine the total number of online courses provided to a 
given student during the course of a school year.  There may be circumstances where a 
student taking an online course will be responsible for the tuition payment.  Such 
instances include a student taking an online course in the summer to make up needed 



credit, and/or situations where a student has already received the instruction they are 
entitled to under law, but wish to take additional courses for their personal benefit.   

Online courses taken pursuant to state law on concurrent enrollment programs shall be 
taken and reimbursed by the district in accordance with the district's policy on 
concurrent enrollment, not this policy. 

Expelled students 

Online education courses may be offered as a means to provide educational 
alternatives for expelled students. The district shall determine the amount of credit the 
student shall receive toward graduation for the online courses and the amount of tuition 
that will be paid by the district for these courses, in accordance with state law. 

Adopted:  October 8, 2018 
Revised and Adopted: July 27, 2020 
Revised and Adopted: October 10, 2022 

LEGAL REFS.:   C.R.S. 22-32-109 (1)(t) (board's duty to determine the educational 
program) 
C.R.S. 22-32-122 (authorizes the board to contract for educational 
services) 
 

CROSS REFS.:   IHCDA, Concurrent Enrollment 
IKF, Graduation Requirements 
JKF*, Educational Alternatives for Expelled Students 
JS*, Student Use of the Internet and Electronic Communications 
 

 

http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-32-109.html
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-32-122.html
http://z2.ctspublish.com/casb/DocViewer.jsp?docid=238&z2collection=core#JD_IHCDA
http://z2.ctspublish.com/casb/DocViewer.jsp?docid=248&z2collection=core#JD_IKF
http://z2.ctspublish.com/casb/DocViewer.jsp?docid=323&z2collection=core#JD_JKF*
http://z2.ctspublish.com/casb/DocViewer.jsp?docid=364&z2collection=core#JD_JS*

